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What: The TC Youth Leadership Council will bring together leaders from 14-30 years old to establish a relevant youth voice to effect positive changes in all sectors of life at the county, state, and national levels. The council will leverage the energy and commitment of diverse youth leaders to have a significant collective impact. By tapping into the capacities of youth for leadership, the potential for positive community change will be enhanced. The TC YLC will engage with peers, politicians, businesses, planners, local boards, activists, and academics alike. 

Why: Youth leaders will be drawn to participate through the opportunities to gain meaningful leadership experience, put their ideas into action, develop new social relationships with peers and the community at large, advance scholastic and career ambitions, achieve wide recognition for civic responsibility

Broader Impact: The TC YLC will bridge across social divides including age, gender, class, race, and culture. The council will provide a new, action oriented body to connect mentors and mentees. The council will provide an inspiring role models for all ages to be leaders in positive community change. The council will act as a resource hub for sharing of best practices in leadership from a variety of sectors (school, non-profit, private, and government). Over time the council will build new and strengthen existing communication networks among local organizations and assist in the effective funding of youth led and youth focused initiatives and organizations.

Research Needs:
Models of existing regional youth councils

Asset map of existing youth leadership bodies

Development Needs:

Youth Planning Committee

Mission, Vision, and Strategic Plan

Board of Directors

1st phase Funding and Support Partners

1st Phase Ally Organizations

Sustainable Tompkins – Daniel Roth

Ithaca Youth Bureau

Multicultural Resource Center (CU) – Audrey Cooper

TC 4H Youth Development – Barbara Baker

Village at Ithaca – Youth Committee – Mike Koplinka

Ithaca Forward – Herb Dwyer

Public Service Center (CU, TC3, IC) 

Neighborhood and Village Associations

Southside Community Center

Community Foundation – Eric Clay

Alternative Community School – Chibo Shinagawa and Dan Flerlage

Local High Schools

